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very stamp of his nature, upholding the universe by his word of power.” (Heb 1:1‐3)  Because  Joseph  Ratzinger  has  never  written  a  comprehensive  “systematic theology” of his own, it is a challenge to know what area of theology to begin with in attempting an exposition of the coherence of his thought.  The difficulty of finding a precise starting point is indicative of the nature of Ratzinger’s theology.  His modus 








“Thou” of humanity and the historical “I” of humanity responding to the Eternal “Thou”.  While there is always more to the Eternal Logos than that which gets expressed in history, the content of this dialogue is the substance of revelation itself. In  the  course  of  this  chapter,  I  hope  to  show  first  how  Ratzinger’s  study  of Bonaventure’s theology of history helped to fundamentally shape his thought on the nature of revelation.  Secondly, I will examine his attempt to articulate the nature of the relationship of Scripture and tradition to revelation in an essay published in the midst of the Council.    Next I will highlight the relationship of Ratzinger’s approach to  the  question  of  Revelation  and  some  of  the  developments  from Vatican  I’s Dei 
Filius  to  Vatican  II’s  Dei  Verbum  and  then  how  the  recent  apostolic  exhortation 
























































































































































at  the  First  Vatican  Council  did  indicate  that  God  reveals  Himself­  se  ipsum­ Ratzinger  sees  the  emphasis  here  on  the  eternal  decrees  of  God’s  will  that  are external  to  Himself.156    Consequently  what  is  revealed  in  this  conception  is essentially  a  kind  of  monologue  from  God  to  humanity,  rather  than  a  dialogue between God and humanity.  The theory of the “material tradition” of revelation‐ the handing  down  to  humanity  what  is  extrinsic  to  God  ‐  while  not  erroneous  in Ratzinger’s  eyes,  does  not  do  enough  to  plumb  the  depths  of  the  fullness  of  the mystery of salvation, either.   
The  reason  for  its  inadequacy,  he  suggests,  is,  in  part,  the  neo‐scholastic, philosophical  and  analytical  categories  that  it  uses  as  its  first  principles.    In  his commentary on Vatican II, Ratzinger notes  that  the methodology of Vatican I’s Dei 




Humanity,  then,  can  only  be  fulfilled,  or  actualized,  when  making  a  full  and conscious  response  to  that Word.    Indeed,  this  is  the  foundation of  the essence of Scripture and tradition‐ that they involve responses to the action of God’s speaking in  history  to  humanity.157    Because  the  theological  starting  point  of  Ratzinger’s thought,  is God’s speaking, humanity is understood in light of the capacity to be in dialogue with God.  Such is the nature of the theological personalism of Ratzinger’s theology and such is the character of the way Divine Revelation is presented in the teaching  of  the  Second  Vatican  Council.  What  had  often  previously  been  matter consigned to the abstract language of propositional statements had, in Dei Verbum, been  informed  by  a  new  theological  personalism  thanks  in  no  small  part  to  the contributions of Joseph Ratzinger.158  Such an analysis rings true upon reading such a description of the role of Scripture in the life of the Church in the final draft of Dei 















Revelation in Verbum Domini Nearly a half century after the Council, Joseph Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict XVI,  promulgated  his  post‐synodal  apostolic  exhortation,  Verbum  Domini,  on  the topic of the Word of God in the life of the Church.165  Taking up the same topic as Dei 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